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No aspect of San Francisco
has changed more profoundly
during this young century than
our skyline, with its agglomer-
ation of towers that now spread

south past the Bay Bridge.
So with downtown in pre-

carious limbo and construction
cranes largely absent from the
scene, 2023 is a good time to
take stock and offer my sub-
jective list of the city’s 10 best
towers since 2000.

Like them or not in city’s skyline, they’re here to stay

Jessica Christian/The Chronicle

The spiraling
39-story Mira
luxury apartment
tower at 280 Spear
makes critic John
King’s list of the
10 best towers in
San Francisco
since 2000.

This century’s
10 best towers

King continues on A6

JOHN KING
URBAN DESIGN

As short-term interest rates
soar and banking fears rise,
more investors are stashing

their cash in short-term Trea-
sury securities, either directly
or through government money
market funds.

Last month, yields on six-

month Treasury bills topped 5%
for the first time in 16 years only
before a burst of panic buying in
the wake of Silicon Valley
Bank’s failure pushed yields be-
low that threshold this week.

In addition tobeingbackedby
the U.S. government, the inter-
est on Treasury securities is ex-

empt from state (but not federal)
income taxes. That’s a nice perk
in California, where the top tax
rate is 13.3%, highest in the na-
tion.

If you buy Treasurys directly
— through a brokerage account
or the governmentwebsiteTrea-
suryDirect.gov— you’ll pay fed-

eral tax on the interest but can
deduct it on your California tax
return.

If you own shares in a govern-
ment mutual fund, you general-
ly can deduct on your state taxes
the percentage of annual divi-
dends that came fromTreasurys

Treasury securities tax rules confusing
California has tougher criteria for residents
seeking state deduction on those dividends

By Kathleen Pender

Deduction continues on A7

A fatal stabbing in a public
school classroom convulsed
parents in Santa Rosa, prompt-
ing a harsh rebuke from the
city’s police chief and animating
a campaign to bring police back
to schools.

Despite mounting pressure,
school board leaders appear to
be in no hurry to reverse a deci-
sion theymade after themurder
of George Floyd in 2020. The
board ended its partnership
with Santa Rosa police at a mo-
ment when schools throughout
the countrywere eschewing law
enforcement. It is a decision
they do not seem eager to revisit
in the face of shifting political

headwinds or impassioned
speeches at school board meet-
ings.

Parents are warring bitterly,
with some accusing school lead-
ers of abandoning them, while
others contend that an armed
person with a badge does noth-
ing to steer kids from crime.

Two days after the March 1
slaying of Montgomery High
School sophomore Jayden Pien-
ta, administrators locked down
Maria Carrillo High School over
reports of a gun that were never
confirmed; within two weeks,
police had arrested two teenag-
ers for bringing knives to Mont-
gomery, including a 7.5-inch
fixed-blade allegedly stuffed in

Santa Rosa divided
on police in schools
By Rachel Swan

Santiago Mejia/
The Chronicle

Travis Pienta
(right) is
comforted
during a
recent
memorial for
his son
Jayden, who
was killed at
school in
Santa Rosa.

Santa Rosa continues on A7

Before the pandemic, Pa-
penhausen Hardware in San
Francisco could make about
$10 in profit selling a garbage
disposal for $129. It wasn’t a
king’s ransom, but it was the
kind of transaction that has
kept the place afloat and serv-
ing the West Portal neighbor-
hood for almost 90 years —
through earthquakes andmul-
tiple fires.

But with COVID-19 con-
cerns increasingly in the rear-
view for many people, small
businesses like Papenhausen
are still locked in a struggle for
survival, battling the immuta-
ble laws of economics and the
permanent changes brought
on by the pandemic.

That garbage disposal now-
adays? Papenhausen owner
Karl Aguilar said they don’t

Businesses’
struggle
to survive
isn’t over
By Chase DiFeliciantonio

Businesses continues on A8

The transportation identi-
ties for California’s two most
populous regions — the Bay
Area and Los Angeles —
couldn’t have been more dif-
ferent before the pandemic.

To the north sat a region
home to one of the country’s
most robust transit systems,
with weekday trains over-
stuffedwith office commuters
and an enviable network of
buses responsible for tens of
millions of monthly trips.
And though Los Angeles has
one of the country’s largest
transit agencies, the Bay
Area’s peer region to the
southhas long beenmore syn-
onymous for its sprawl and
widespread car use than for
its transit services.

Nearly three years since the
start of the pandemic, the ta-

Tables have
turned for
S.F., L.A. in
transit use
By Ricardo Cano

Transit continues on A8
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If you have 24 minutes, run
to the Fraenkel Gallery for
photographer Nan Goldin’s
slide show “Memory Lost.” It’s
a very concentrated 24 min-
utes of the human condition.

At a recent celebration of
the New York photographer at
Fraenkel Gallery, Goldin said
that her intention with the
slide show was to “replicate
the feeling of withdrawal from
drugs.” Having seen the show
four times now, I can tell you I
have felt both totally engaged
and strangely disassociated
after my viewing experiences,
emotionally moved and also
unsettled.

Goldin, 69, is an interna-
tionally celebrated photog-
rapher and a recovering ad-
dict. She became dependent
on opioids following surgery
on her wrist in 2014. In 2017,
she founded Prescription
Addiction Intervention Now,
known as P.A.I.N., and began
staging highly theatrical dem-

onstrations against Purdue
Pharma, the drug maker
owned by the Sackler family,
at museums that bore their
name as patrons.

Recent years have seen ma-
jor victories in the campaign
to remove the Sackler name
from cultural institutions —
many of which have Goldin’s
work in their collections —
and to hold the company fi-
nancially and legally responsi-
ble. The 2022 Oscar-nominat-
ed documentary “All the Beau-
ty and the Bloodshed” by Lau-
ra Poitras tells this story while

looking at the full scope of
Goldin’s career.

The back exhibition space at
Fraenkel has been trans-
formed into a media room
with bench seating. It’s a com-
fortable place to settle in for
the still photos and video
footage set to a soundtrack
mixing music, archival record-

ings and new interviews. With
a haunting original score by
musician Mica Levi and imag-
es assembled from Goldin’s
work, it’s easy for longtime
fans to get drawn into her
familiar aesthetic and the
rhythms of the slideshow
itself.

A description that’s always

felt most appropriate for Gol-
din’s oeuvre is captivating. It’s
hard to avert my eyes from
even her grittiest depictions of
New York’s Bowery scene in
the 1970s and ’80s, which
make up her famed slideshow
“The Ballad of Sexual Depen-
dency.”

It’s not just her subjects’
alternative beauty and un-
derground glamor I return to,
it’s the relationships she cap-
tures that speak the most
powerfully. In other photos it’s
the evidence of human exis-
tence she lingers on in a scene
(a crowded vanity mirror, an
unmade motel bed, the way

‘Memory Lost’ summons the pain of addiction andwithdrawal

TONY BRAVO
COMMENTARY

© Nan Goldin

Nan Goldin’s “The Leopard alone,” in the Bronx Zoo.

“Nan Goldin”: 10:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Tuesday-Friday; 11 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday. On view through
April 29. Free. Fraenkel Gallery,
49 Geary St., Fourth Floor, S.F.
415-981-2661.
www.fraenkelgallery.com

Bravo continues on B12

Bob Odenkirk loves Saul
Goodman, but he’s also ready to
leave the character behind. He
played the underhanded, calcu-
lating lawyer on “Breaking Bad”
and then for six seasons on
“Better Call Saul.”

Now the Emmy-nominated
actor hopes viewers will next
take to him in AMC’s dark
comedy series “Lucky Hank,”
debuting Sunday, March 19, as
Hank Devereaux, a college
English professor who is de-
partment chair at an under-
funded college, going through
an identity crisis. He wrote a
novel that no one read, yet his
father’s retirement from the
academic literary world was
covered by the New York
Times.

“Guys always want to be
greater than their dad if they do
the same thing or are similar, or
they want to be the opposite of
their dad and usually they can’t
achieve either thing perfectly,”
said Odenkirk recently over
Zoom.

Odenkirk was drawn to the
fact that Hank, with his dis-
contentment and intelligence, is
also quite witty. Some may not
realize or have forgotten that
Odenkirk has a background in
comedy. He was a writer on
“Saturday Night Live” and
worked with some of its most
notable breakout stars includ-
ing Adam Sandler, Chris Farley
and Chris Rock.

“Saul Goodman was funny,
but Saul wasn’t aware of how
he was funny. Usually he was
funny to you, the audience, but
he wasn’t trying, but he was
utterly serious about what he
was doing,” explained Oden-
kirk. “This guy is making jokes.
He’s saying things that he
knows are funny and meant to
be funny. That’s really fun to
play. That self-awareness, I love
it, and it’s one of the reasons I
wanted to play this part.”

“Lucky Hank” is based on

“Lucky Hank” (TV-MA) on AMC,
with new episodes available to
stream Thursdays on AMC+.

Odenkirk continues on B12

Sergei Bachlakov/AMC

Bob Odenkirk plays a
professor in “Lucky Hank.”

Odenkirk
returns to
comedic
rootswith
new show

By Alicia Rancilio
ASSOCIATED PRESS

According to ancient Greek
mythology, the Cumaean Sibyl
was an oracle who would
truthfully answer any question
presented to her. But there was
no guarantee that the response
you received would match the
question you had asked.

The same spirit of elusive,
contrary wisdom swirls
around “Sibyl,” the beguiling
and feverishly beautiful multi-
media extravaganza that had
its U.S. premiere on Friday,
March 17, in the first of three
performances at UC Berkeley’s
Zellerbach Hall.

The 90-minute work is the
creation of the polymathic
South African artist William
Kentridge in collaboration with
the 10 members of its perform-
ing ensemble, all of them part-
ners in his Johannesburg stu-
dio. “Sibyl” challenges you to
make rational sense of its im-
agery even as it tickles your
sensory receptors into a state
of helpless euphoria.

“What does it all mean?”
may well have an answer. But
it’s also probably not the ques-
tion you want to ask — at least
not at first.

Instead, start by surrender-
ing to the sensual delights of
this cornucopia of sound and
sight, combining film, music,
dance, drawing, physical slap-
stick and a terse verbal text
composed of winsome epi-

grams.
Kentridge has termed “Sib-

yl” an opera, but that is clearly
just a catchall designation.
Like a three-ring circus, the
piece operates on so many
channels at once that some-
times the challenge is simply to
keep up.

Kentridge’s distinctive brand
of animated film, painstakingly
assembled from countless
hand-drawn figures in pencil,
ink and charcoal, forms an
almost constant backdrop.
Inkblots become trees, which
become birds, which in turn
fade out or wheel away into
some putative sky.

There is music by pianist
Kyle Shepherd and vocalist
Nhlanhla Mahlangu, which
ranges from exquisite choral
tapestries of multipart harmo-
ny to jazzy, angular keyboard
riffs. Dancer Teresa Phuti
Mojela evokes the Sibyl by
hurling herself into breath-
lessly ecstatic coils of frenzied
motion.

In one uproarious scene that
plays like an homage to the
silent film star Buster Keaton,
performer Thulani Chauke
finds himself surrounded by

Drew Altizer/Katie Ravas

Teresa Phuti Mojela, center, dances the title role in the U.S. premiere of William Kentridge’s “Sibyl.”

‘Sibyl’ spreads joy and
mystery in itsU.S. premiere

Multimedia extravaganza dares audiences to keep up
By Joshua Kosman

Catharyn Haynes/Catharyn Hayne /KLC Fotos/Catharyn Hayne /KLC Fotos

William Kentridge performs Kurt Schwitters’ “Ursonate” at
Cal Performances on March 10.

Drew Altizer/© 2022 Drew Altizer

Associate director and composer Nhlanhla Mahlangu in
“Sibyl.”

"Sibyl": 8 p.m. Saturday, March
18; 3 p.m. Sunday, March 19.
$42-$125. Zellerbach Hall, UC
Berkeley. 510-642-9988.
www.calperformances.org

Sibyl continues on B12
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DearMissManners: I
was on a second date at an
upscale French restau-
rant. To my surprise, my
date was incredibly rude
to the waiter the entire
night, starting with crit-
icizing him for not speak-
ing French (as my date
does), never making eye
contact with the waiter,
never saying please and
thank you, and so on.

I was mortified. I paid
the bill, as I had offered,
and left a larger tip than I
ordinarily would. The
next day I called the res-
taurant to apologize, and
the manager told me the
waiter had already alerted

him to the bad situation.
Is there something else

I should have done for the
waiter?

Gentle Reader: Per-
haps thanked him for
saving you from any third
date with that person.

How people treat those
who are not in a position
to defend themselves is a
good test of character.
Your good character was
demonstrated when you
compensated the waiter
and then also corroborat-
ed his story with his boss.

DearMissManners: I
like to listen to podcasts
on sound-blocking ear-
buds while exercising.

The issue I have is that a
couple of other people
turn up the sound on the
TV to the point of in-
terfering with my listen-
ing to podcasts.

I’ve politely asked them
to turn the sound down
and use the closed-caption
feature on the TV. One
person told me to turn my
own sound up and blow
out my eardrums. The
other turned up the TV
sound even louder.

I tried talking to the
manager, to no avail. Any
ideas on how to handle
the rudeness of these
individuals?

Gentle Reader:Un-

fortunately, for a system of
etiquette to function, it
requires a sense of de-
cency, or at least the desire
for a peaceful community.
Those qualities of civilized
life seem to be in short
supply now. Let us hope
that you can find a gym
where blatant rudeness is
not tolerated.

Send questions to Miss
Manners’ website: www.miss
manners.com; to her email
address: dearmissmanners
@gmail.com; or through
postal mail: Miss Manners,
Universal Uclick, 1130Wal-
nut St., Kansas City, MO
64106.

MISS MANNERS By Judith Martin

Rude datewon’t get another chance
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HBO (6:30)++TheHobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies Mason "Chapter Eleven" (N) Rain Dogs Mason "Chapter Eleven" :25RainDogs
MAX (5:40)+++Warrior ++TheDay the Earth Stood Still (:45)KnockKnock (‘15, Thril) (:25) Conan the Barbarian
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ON TELEVISION

today’s CrosswordCrossword Puzzle

sudoku Puzzle Challenger

PUZZLE ANSWERS

the novel “Straight
Man” by Richard Russo.
Co-creators and co-
showrunners Paul Lie-
berstein of “The Office”
and Aaron Zelman say
the series takes a lot of
liberties with the book.

“I’ve done a lot of
adaptations,” said Zel-
man. “You realize an
entire chapter of the
book may be a moment
in a scene. It’s just a
different animal, and
you have to invent a lot
more stuff.”

“Lucky Hank” also
comes at a time where
Odenkirk is still pro-
cessing a massive heart
attack on the set of
“Better Call Saul” in
2021. His heart stopped
for 18 minutes, and
Odenkirk came out of it
feeling a mixture of
energy and exhaustion,
with no real memory of
what happened.

“Two weeks later he
was like, ‘All right, guys,
when do we go out and
pitch this thing?’ ” Zel-

man recalled.
Odenkirk said the

heart attack “was as
serious as you get be-
fore they put you in the
ground” and it left him
with similar questions
about his own life that
Hank has.

“I’m in it right now.
I’m in it right now
thinking about, ‘I’m 60.
What do I want to do
with the rest of my life?
How do I want to live?’
That’s different from
the last 10 years, which,
you know, was about
Saul Goodman and a lot
of getting work done.”

Odenkirk stars oppo-
site Mireille Enos, who
as his wife, Lily, tends
to balance out Hank’s
cynicism but is also
facing her own ques-
tions of self-identity and
purpose.

Enos is best-known
for playing dark, seri-
ous roles like in “The
Killing.”

“She’s got a lightness
and a spirit to her that I
don’t think she’s had an
opportunity to show. It’s
really on display here as
Lily,” Odenkirk said.
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trash overflows from a
container) that become
fascinating. There is an
intimacy to Goldin’s
gaze that is revealing
but doesn’t feel exploit-
ive, and it’s this sensi-
tivity that allows her to
go to the depths that
“Memory Lost” takes
her.

The slide show starts
with images from early
in Goldin’s career set to
an upbeat Eartha Kitt
song. As it progresses,
the slides and sound-
track both get darker,
including gorgeously
nightmarish images of
animals and nature
that are blurred and
overexposed.

Interwoven with
Levi’s score and addi-
tional music by CJ Cal-
derwood and Sound-
walk Collective are
recordings of Goldin’s
voice, messages on
answering machine
tapes from the 1980s
and new interviews
speaking to the daily
struggles of drug de-
pendency.

The outtake photos
from earlier series
sometimes include
familiar subjects and
settings, but several
images that are out of
focus unsettle expecta-
tions and bring you
into the blurry world of
addiction.

Visions of dark skies,
deserted beaches and
distorted views of
crowds are among the

images in the slide
show that are also dis-
played as photographs
in the front room at
Fraenkel. (The second
room contains images
of Goldin’s most recent
work from 2020-2021
showing writer Thora
Siemsen.)

Yet even in their
horror and confusion,
Goldin’s images can be
beautiful. Two horses
majestically backlit in
an arena ring seem
almost to be embracing.
A blurred facade of a
building becomes a
vibrant slash of stone.
A child in a skeleton
Halloween costume is
both frightening and
yet touchingly inno-
cent. Even through the
remove of addiction,
Goldin’s work is im-
bued with humanity.

“The most important
takeaway from the
show is what the psy-
chiatrist/philosopher
says at the end about
why people use drugs:
to feel normal,” Goldin
said. “My work is a lot
about destigmatizing
drug use, and my polit-
ical work now is about
keeping drug users
alive. I hope people cry
or at least feel suffocat-
ed while watching it.”

Although I person-
ally did neither, I did
leave Fraenkel Gallery
with a new perspective
on the epidemic of
addiction playing out
daily just steps from
the gallery.

Reach Tony Bravo: tbra-
vo@sfchronicle.com

© Nan Goldin

Nan Goldin, “Cross in the Fog,” 2002.
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chairs that slide away or
collapse when he’s not
looking. In another, a
janitor sweeping paper
from the floor finds that
he can hear the writers’
voices singing to him
when he puts a page to
his ear. There are intricate
pas de deux between
actors and their shadows,
and deliriously colored
costumes by Greta Goiris.

Through it all, Ken-
tridge’s little sayings flit
across the film screen like
verbal origami. “I no
longer believe what I once
believed,” reads one. “It
reminds me of something
I can’t remember,” says
another.

These sentences turn
on each other in the same
way that certain sculp-
tures of Alexander Cal-
der, which served as an
original inspiration for
“Sibyl,” rotate to reveal
hidden imagery and then

obscure them again. But
they also hint at the piec-
e’s thematic underpin-
nings.

Most germane, per-
haps, is “Heaven is talk-
ing in a foreign tongue” —
a reminder that even if
the messages of the gods
seem opaque to us, that
doesn’t make them any
less real.

This is a notion that
has tendrils of connection
to much of Kentridge’s

work, which makes “Sib-
yl” a fitting centerpiece of
Kentridge’s extended
residency at UC Berkeley,
co-sponsored by Cal Per-
formances, the Berkeley
Art Music and Pacific
Film Archive, and the
Townsend Center for the
Humanities.

On March 10, for ex-
ample, Kentridge got his
visit under way with a
virtuoso rendition of
“Ursonate” (“Primal So-

nata”), the 1932 sound
poem by the Dadaist Kurt
Schwitters that turns a
rigorously structured
series of spoken nonsense
syllables into a kind of
sculpture — grammatical
language by alternate
means. (Film screenings,
art exhibits and public
conversations are sched-
uled through April 13.)

Performing the work of
other artists in that way is
a sideline for Kentridge,
who began his career as
an actor but discovered
he lacked either the tem-
perament or the talent for
it. But his own creations
investigate many of the
same concerns.

“Sibyl” is a consum-
mate example. It’s an
exuberant celebration of
movement, music, philos-
ophy and joy, in which
sense and sensuality
become inextricably en-
twined.

Reach Joshua Kosman:
jkosman@sfchronicle.com;
Twitter: @JoshuaKosman

SIBYL
From page B9

Catharyn Hayne

Teresa Phuti Mojela performs in the U.S. premiere
of William Kentridge’s “Sibyl.”




